CHAPTER IX
THE  UNIFORMITY  OF  MATTER  AND  ITS   LAWS  THROUGHOUT   THE STELLAR UNIVERSE
I HAVE shown in the second chapter of this work that none of the previous writers, on the question of the habitability of the other planets have really dealt with the subject in any adequate manner, since not only do they appear to be quite unaware of the delicate balance of conditions which alone renders organic life possible on any planet, but they have altogether omitted any reference to the fact that not only must the conditions be such as to render life possible now, but these conditions must have persisted during the long geological epochs needed for the slow development of life from its most rudimentary forms. It will therefore be necessary to enter into some details both as to the physical and chemical essentials for a continuous development of organic life, and also into the combination of mechanical and physical conditions which are required on any planet to render such life possible.
THE UNIFORMITY OF MATTER
One of the most important and far-reaching of the discoveries due to the spectroscope, is that of the wonderful identity of the elements and material compounds in earth and sun, stars and
182conclusions arrived at.reply to the main point of their criticism, and I think I am justified in saying that nothing in my whole article is so demonstrably baseless as the statements I have now examined.
